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NOTES 


The purpose of this bulletin is to show how the State of Western 
Australia compares with the Australian aggregate over a wide, but by no means 
exhaustive, range of statistics. 


Users who require more detailed comparisons should refer to the 
appropriate publications issued by the Bureau. These are listed in 'Publications 
of the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics' which is available free of 
charge on application, as is the 'List of Publications' issued by the Western 
Australian Office. 


The dates or periods shown for the different items compared are not 
constant but are the latest available for both the State and Australia at the 
time of publication. In some instances, consequently, the figures shown are 
preliminary and subject to revision. It is unlikely, however, that the 
proportion of Western Australia to Australia will be materially affected in 
such cases. 
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2 WESTERN AUSTRALIA IN RELATION TO AUSTRALIA 


Particulars Unit Pave Or |) Nester A muetraiiacloercens 
period |Australia tage(a) 


AREA sq miles ests br 975,920} 2,967,909] 32.9 
Proportion of area having rainfall - 
Under 10 inches per cent na. 58.0 39)30)) nwa 
10 inches and under 20 inches per cent Nea 29.2 31S) nivae 
20 inches and over per cent Minar, 1258 29.2] n.a 


DEMOGRAPHY 
Population number Dec. 1970/1,001,315]12,713,369 oe) 
Population increase number 1970 34,575 267,342) 12.9 


Rate of population increase per cent 1970 3.58 2olo| Nias 
Births registered number 1970 21,618 257,516 8.4 
Deaths registered number 1970 7,543 113,048 Gient 
Marriages registered number 1970 9,227 116,065 Uo) 
Divorce - Decrees absolute | number 1970 889 12,198 Maid 
EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES | 
Wage and salary earners (b) ‘000 Mar. 1971 342.9 4,479.9 Uae 
Average weekly earnings per employed | 
male unit $ Mar. 1971 81.50 80.60! n.a, 
Unemployed on benefit | number May 1971 1,081 18,264 5.9 
Industrial disputes - Working days lost ‘000 1970 141.1 2,393.7 5.9 
Trade union membership ‘000 1970 168.6 2,314.6 7.3 
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Rural holdings ; number 1969-70 22,937 251,881 A ee 
Area under crop ‘000 acres 1969--70 9,676 41,853] 23.1 
Area under established pasture | ‘000 acres 1969-70 16,472 61,252! 26.9 
Area of crops fertilised | ‘000 acres 1969-70 9,649 29,459} 32.8 
Area of pastures fertilised ‘000 acres 1969-70 14,295 40,058; 35.7 
Area under irrigation ‘000 acres 1969-70 th 3,648 Pxcal 
Wheat for grain - Area sown '000 acres 1969-70 6,788 23,440] 29.0 
Production ‘000 bushels} 1969-70 66,700 387,512] 17.2 
Oats for grain - Area sown ‘000 acres 1969-70 Alea les 2) 3,396| 33.5 
Production ‘000 bushels} 1969-70 15,463 68,723| 22.5 
Barley for grain - Area sown ‘000 acres 1969-70 900 3,759} 23.9 
Production ‘000 bushels| 1969-70 12,058 74,901) 16.1 
Hay - Area ‘000 acres 1969-70 500 Oe O2n) Ary, 
Production ‘000 tons 1969-70 508 5,733 8.9 
Pasture seed production ‘000 cwt 1969-70 473; 30.4 
Orchard fruit - Area ‘000 acres 1969-70 251 9.2 
Apples - Production ‘000 bushels} 1969-70 22,209) 11.7 
Oranges - Production ‘000 bushels} 1969-70 10,787 4.0 
Potatoes - Area sown ‘000 acres 1969-70 107 5.6 
Production ‘900 tons 1969-70 750 8.9 
Livestock - 
Sheep '000 Mar. 1970 180,079! 18.7 
Cattle for milk production (c) ‘000 Mar. 1970 4,171 4.3 
Cattle for meat production (c) ‘000 Mar. 1970 17,557 8.4 
Pigs ‘000 Mar. 1970 2,398| 10.4 
Wool production (d) million lb 1969-70 2,046! 16.4 
Whole milk production million gal 1969-70 1,665 3.5 
Butter production million lb 1969-70 494 2.6 
Bacon and ham production ‘000 tons 1969-70 54! 10.7 
Meat production (e) '000 tons 1969-70 1,909! 8.6 
Timber sawn (Australian grown) mil. sup. ft} 1969-70 1,483 | 12.8 
Fish (live weight ) ‘000 1b 1969-70 121,994} 10.3 
Crustaceans (gross weight) ‘000 1b 1969-70 95,699] 37.5 
Net value of primary production - 
Agriculture $ million 1969-70 LOLS 8.3 
Pastoral $ million 1969-70 1,21054;| 1.0 
Dairying, poultry, bee keeping $ million 1969-70 503.0 3:0 
Trapping $ million 1969-70 11.4 6.8 
Forestry $ million 1969-70 PLO Y.6:| Se: Ld 
Fisheries $ million 1969-70 Die Oil Se 
Total (excl. Mining and Quarrying) $ million 1969-70 2 916.2 9.0 
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_period Australia tage(a) 
MINING STATISTICS 
Sales, transfers out and other 


operating revenue $ million 1968-69 24.0 
Purchases, transfers in and 
selected expenses $ million 1968-69 220) 
Value added (f) $ million 1968-69 25.8 
Gold production (¢g) ‘000 fine oz 1969-70 59 a7. 
Iron ore production ‘000 tons 1969-70 76.0 
Bauxite production ‘000 tons 1969-70 35.4 
Black coal production ‘000 tons 1969-70 2.4 
Crude oil production (i) '000 barrels(j) 1969-70 50.8 
MANUFACTURING 
Persons employed (k) ‘000 1968-69 4.8 
Wages and salaries paid (1) $ million 1968-69 4.7 
Value added (f) $ million 1968-69 ALT, 
BUILDING 
New houses and flats - 
Commenced number Dec. qr 1970 LOe3 
$ million Dec. qr 1970 11.6 
Completed number Dec. qr 1970 ne yar4 
$ million Dec. qr 1970 14.5 
Value of all new buildings - 
Commenced $ million Dec. qr 1970 ; é 10.6 
Completed $ million Dec. qr 1970 : ; USO 
OVERSEAS TRADE 
Imports $m f.0.b. 1969-70 5 : 6.2 
Exports $m f.0.b. 1969-70 : A 16.3 
Selected exports - 
Wool $m f.0.b. 1969-70 ; ; 16.8 
Wheat $m f.0.b. 1969-70 : A 25.7 
Oats $m f.0.b. 1969-70 A : 12 
Meats $m f.0.b. 1969-70 , : 8.4 
Rock lobster tails $m f; 0 be 1969-70 ; 79.0 
Iron ore $m f.0.b. 1969-70 : 81.8 
TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 
Overseas cargo - Discharged ‘000 tons(m) 1969-70 14.6 
Shipped ‘000 tons(m) 1969-70 44.3 
Government railways - 
Route miles miles June 1970 53 
Goods and livestock carried ‘OOO tons 1969-70 13.0 
Motor vehicles on register ‘000 Dec. 1970 8.9 
New motor vehicles registered ‘000 Mar. gr 1971 9.1 
Road traffic accidents - 
Persons killed number Mar. gr 1971 10.1 
Persons injured number Mar. qr 1971 8.3 
Telephone services in operation ‘000 Dec. 1970 6.9 
Broadcast listeners' licences ‘000 April 1971 8.9 
Television viewers' licences ‘000 April 1971 8.4 
Combined receiving licences ‘000 April 1971 Cook 


RETAIL AND WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENTS 
Retail and selected services (n) - 


Persons employed number 1968-69 965,246 las 

Sales and other operating revenue) $ million 1968-69 13 ,865.3 8.1 
Wholesale - 

Persons employed number 1968-69 350,640 8.9 

Sales on own account, transfers 


out and other operating revenue $ million 1968-69 TDS OONS 
For footnotes, see end of table. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA IN RELATION TO AUSTRALIA (continued) 


Particulars Unit Date or Woden hastraiga | Percens 
| period Australia tage (a) 


RETAIL SALES 
Retail sales of goods (excluding 


motor vehicles,parts,petrol,etc )(o)| $ million |Dec. gr 1970 210.9 |(p)2,539.1 S23 
Motor vehicles,parts,petrol,etc.)(o) | $ million |Dec. qr 1970 86.2 |(p) 870.8 9.9 
FINANCE 
Personal income per head $ 1969-70 1,668 1,744 awe: Wes 
Savings bank deposits per head $ March 1971 453.00 584.22 Nise 
Average weekly debits to customers' 
accounts (q) $ million | March 1971 306.3 4,887.8 6.3 
Instalment credit for retail sales - 
Amount financed $ million |Dec, qr 1970 36.7 390,5 9.4 
Balances outstanding $ million |Dec. qr 1970 198.4 2,028.1 9.8 


Life insurance,ordinary business - 
New policies issued —- 


Number ‘000 Feb, 1971 3.0 33.7 8.9 
Sum insured $ million | Feb, 1971 21725 283.0 76 
Revenue from premiums $ million 1969 33.4 416.9 8.0 
Policies existing- Sum insured $ million Feb, 1971 1,673.5 19,895 .7 8.4 
SOCIAL STATISTICS 
Age pensions number June 1970 56,017 779,007 lee 
Invalid pensions number June 1970 7,933 133,766 6.0 
Widows' pensions number | June 1970 6,086 86,921 7.0 
Child endowment - Endowed children (r) number June 1970 | 333,597 | 4,079, 378 8.2 
Maternity allowances (s) number 1969-70 20,294 251,904 8.4 
War pensions number June 1970 47,993 585, 307 8.2 
Service pensions number June 1970 7,783 74,420 10.5 
Hospital benefits - Coverage per cent (t)]| June 1970 83 79 nwa 
Medical benefits - Coverage per cent (t)} June 1970 82 19 mai. 
EDUCATION 
Student enrolment - 
Government schools number Aug. 1970 | 174,024 | 2,162,523 8.1 
Non-government schools number | Aug, 1970 41,558 607,670 6.8 
Colleges of Advanced Education number 1970 5,014 37, 311 13.4 
Universities number | April 1970 7,805 117,965 6.6 


n.,a, denotes 'not applicable’, 
(a) Proportion Western Australia to Australia. (b) Excludes defence forces and employees 
in agriculture and private domestic service, (c) Excludes bulls used or intended for 
service, (d) In terms of greasy wool. Comprises shorn wool, dead wool, fellmongered wool 
and wool exported on skins, (e) Dressed carcass weight. Excludes offal. (f) Calculated 
as sales, transfers out and other operating revenue plus increase (or less decrease) in 
the value of stocks, less purchases, transfers in and selected expenses, (g) Quantities 
shown are gold content of mine products based on chemical assay. (h) Mine production as 
reported to Department of Mines. (i) As reported to Department of National Development 
(Commonwealth), (j) A barrel contains 34,9726 Imperial gallons, (k) Includes working 
proprietors at end of June 1969 and employees on the pay-roll of the last pay-period in 
June 1969, (1) Excludes amounts drawn by working proprietors. (m) Tons weight plus tons 
measurement, (n) Owing to differences in scope and content these figures are not 
comparable with those shown under Retail Sales. (0) See footnote (n). (p) Excludes 
Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory, (q) Covers all cheque-paying banks 
and the Rural Credits Department of the Reserve Bank of Australia. Excludes debits to 
Australian Government accounts at city branches, (r) Includes student children aged over 
16 years but under 21 years, (s) Number of claims paid. (t) Estimated percentage of 
population covered, 


